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 ~ April Meeting Recap ~  
 

With the help of Tulare Public Library staff, especially Brittny Stout, our April 

speaker, James Baker, came to us LIVE via Zoom!  It was a first for our Society 

but not the last, as Program Chair Dan Van Weerdhuizen already has two more 

in the works for this year! 
 

Mr. Baker’s topic was “Google: The Genealogist’s Best Friend”, and his 

presentation was full of tips on how to use Google as a special tool for 

genealogical research.  First off he mentioned that Legacy Family Tree 

Webinars has over 1700 webinars, divided into about ten categories, and one of 

those categories (with 30 classes) is on Google.  He said that Google-sponsored You Tube is another place to check 

out as there are several hundred presentations there that deal specifically with genealogy related topics. 

 

During his discussion Mr. Baker touched on several  tools and features of 

Google that are useful to genealogists, such as Google Images, Google 

Books, Google Translate, Google Maps (and Earth and Street View), Google 

Search and Google Advanced Search.  He also suggested using Google 

Alerts, as that can be a real time saver.  Rather than continually checking 

back for new data on a specific topic, by using this feature Google will alert 

you when new information has been added about that topic.  Google can 

also be used as finding tool for obituaries, and as a search engine to go to 

Wikipedia.  He thinks Wikipedia is useful in genealogy due to its crowd-

sourcing feature, which tends to keep data on a topic relatively current. 

 

 

For more details on Mr. Baker’s presentation, check out the video of it listed below. 

 

 

Now Available For Viewing! 
 

The following are now available on You Tube at the TPL website.  To watch any of them first go to the 
Tulare Public Library website, then click on “Virtual Programs.”  Then see below: 

 

 

 

To watch the March 2022 SGS Meeting Program presented by Terry Ommen, look for          

            “Visalia Ransacker: History, Arrest, Conviction” 

 

 

 

 

To watch the April 2022 SGS Meeting Program presented via Zoom by James Baker, look for 

   “Google: The Genealogist’s Best Friend” 

 

 

Also still available is the TPL segment “Senior Spotlight: Genealogy.”  This is about the Genealogy Room at the 

Tulare Public Library, and can be found by going to “Genealogy” after clicking on “Virtual Programs” once at 

the Tulare Public Library website. 
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Society Information 

Sequoia Genealogical Society, Inc. is devoted to the 
study and support of family history and genealogy. 

 
Membership: 
Memberships, which include a subscription to this 
newsletter and discounts on classes & other 
activities, and their respective dues, are as follows: 

                                                                                      
    Individual             $20.00 annually 
     Couple                  $22.00 annually 
     Junior (under 18)      $5.00   annually 
     Life (Individual)         $200.00 one time 
     Life (Couple)      $220.00 one time 
     Organization      $25.00 annually 

 

Membership meetings of the Sequoia Genealogical 
Society, Inc. are generally held on the first Thursday 
of all months except for December, January, and 
February. Note that the regular session meetings 
start at 6:00pm.* 

 

 *One meeting during the season will be held as a 
potluck dinner, usually at 6:00PM. 

  

 If you need a ride to any meeting, please call one of 
our Board Members and we will do what we can to try 
and arrange a ride for you. 
 
Next Society Board Meeting:  The next Board 
meeting of the Sequoia Genealogical Society will 
be held on Thursday, May 5, 2022, starting at 
4:30pm, in the Olympic Room of the Tulare Public 
Library.    
 
 
 
Newsletter: 

The deadline for making submissions to the 
newsletter: 

The 15
th

 of the month before the date of 
publication. 

 

 If you have a submission for the newsletter, or there 
is a problem with your newsletter mailing, please 

contact: 
Lorene Clark, Editor 

(559) 802-0943 
jlfarms@verizon.net 

OR 
Sequoia Genealogical Society 

tuleroots@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

The May meeting will also be our Annual 
Meeting!  This year we have a couple of 
items of business to take care of (for more on 
these see page 4), and will also have the 
second appearance of a speaker via Zoom.  
For more information on our speaker Jamie 
Mayhew and her program topic see page 7. 
 

 Board Nominations Still Needed! 

 

No nominations were received in time to be 
included in this newsletter, but they are still 
welcome and needed at any time up to and 
including at the Annual Meeting itself.  As 
mentioned previously, there will be four 
Board positions that will need to be filled.    
 

Nominations can be sent to me (Lorene by email 
at jlfarms@verizon.net or by phone at 559-802-
0943) to present at the upcoming Annual Meeting, 
or can be made from the floor at the meeting itself. 

                ………… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                    A Sign of Spring! 
 

MAY MEETING! 
 

When:  Thursday, May 5, at  

      6:00pm                             
Where: Tulare Public Library     

         475 North “M” Street, Tulare                                                       

   (SW corner Cross Ave. and M St.)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Speaker: Jamie Mayhew 

                          

           

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

What: Summer Potluck!                                                                                          
 

 

 
                                          

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

     
 

mailto:jlfarms@verizon.net
mailto:jlfarms@verizon.net
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Lorene Clark       Steven R.Williams 

President                               Treasurer 

17770 Avenue 288       2222 W. Main St. 

Exeter, CA 93221       Visalia, CA 93277 

(559) 802-0943       (559) 635-9000 

jlfarms@verizon.net      srw@visalialawyers.com 
     2017-2020      

   

Elvina Fernandez     Rochelle Miguel  

Member at Large      Member at Large      

P. O. Box 117      1763 Gamay Court  

Tulare, CA 93275                    Tulare, CA 93274   

(559) 686-6538                          (559) 972-5640                          
     2017-2020                                    2017-2020                                              
                               

Sandra Marlow        Dan Van Weerdhuizen 

Secretary      Vice-President 

17733 Ave. 280        1121 Heritage Court 

Exeter, CA 93221       Tulare, CA 93274 

(559) 355-9652       (559) 901-4488 
    2019-2022           2019-2022 

 

Tanya Plascencia 

1601 E. Kern Ave. 

Tulare, CA 93274 

(559) 697-3919 
     2019-2022        

 

    
      
 

 

 

   

     

 

 

 

Life Members 
LeBon G. Abercrombie 

Arleen Anderson 

Evelyn Benson 

Doreen Caetano 

Elvina Fernandez 

Patsy Freeman 

Brian Gimlin 

Larry & Carlas Hill 

Patricia Hillman 

Denise Johnson 

JoElayne Johnson 

Francis Lloyd 

Rosalie Longan 

Emily McCain 

Claire McConnaughey 

Jeanette Lubin Mitchell 

Lynda Olsen 

Colleen Murphy Paggi 

Sue Ann & A.G. Peterson 

Marjorie Risi 

Dianna Saario 

Jane C. Smith 

Louise Tesoriere 

Joseph Vicente 

Geraldine Willer 

Steven R. Williams 

 

 

Board Members / Officers  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Events Returning to TPL ! 
 

For the past couple of years two events that used to be put on 

at the Tulare Public Library and in which our Society 

participated had to be canceled due to Covid.  At long last that 

is changing, although due to continuing concerns with the 

virus the features of the events will likely be somewhat 

different than they were in the past.  Those two events are 

“Night at the Library” and the TPL “Summer Reading 

Program” (which used to kick off with a “Carnival”). 
 

Details for both are still being worked on, but the Summer 

Reading Program has been set to kick-off on Saturday, June 

11, and the Night at the Library has been scheduled for 

Monday, September 19. 
 

More information on both should be available in the near 

future. 

 
 

 

******************************************* 
                SGS Facebook page: 

      Sequoia Genealogical Society- SGS                    
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Annual Meeting Is On May 5th! 
 

Due to the Covid Pandemic we were unable to hold Annual Meetings in either 2020 or 2021, so this 

upcoming Annual Meeting is an especially important one with two important items of business that need to 

be brought before the membership for a vote.  The first one is the nomination and subsequent election of 

members to fill four positions on the Board of Directors.  One is a vacancy created by the moving out of state 

last December of Board member Tanya Placencia.  The other three are due to the terms expiring of current 

Board members Elvina Fernandez, Rochelle Miguel, and Lorene Clark. 
 

In normal years Board members are elected to serve for three-year terms.  Anyone elected next month will 

therefore serve from June 2022 through May 2025.  Board elections are supposed to be staggered so that 

only part of the Board is elected in any given year, and so to achieve that end the terms of current Board 

members Sandra Marlow and Dan Van Weerdhuizen are being extended by one year to go through May of 

2023. 
 

Any nominations received prior to the meeting will be presented that evening, and nominations can also be 

made from the floor at the meeting itself.  Once nominations are closed the members who are present, 

provided that a quorum of 10 or more members is achieved, will vote to elect the new Board of Directors 

members.  Officers for the next year are then selected by the Board at their first meeting in June. 
 

Bylaws Changes - The other item of business is a proposed change to the Bylaws. 

Background: For January and February of this year Program Chair Dan Van Weerdhuizen last fall had been 

able to line up a couple of good speaker prospects, but as the Society does not normally meet in December, 

January, and February, at the November 2021 meeting members were asked if they were interested in 

attending meetings the following January and/or February to hear these speakers.  The general consensus 

was “Yes!”, so Special Meetings were scheduled just for these programs. 
 

To allow more flexibility in the future regarding whether or not to hold meetings in January and/or February 

(December would still be kept without a meeting), at the April 7
th

, 2022 Board meeting the Board approved a 

motion to present to the membership a proposed Bylaws change, to be voted on at the May 5
th

 Annual 

Meeting.  The proposed change is given below, with the text to be added printed in Italics: 
 

(Add at the end of Section 3.02 Annual and Regular Meetings - (b) Regular:)  In addition the members MAY 

meet on the first Thursday of January and/or February or on such days of either or both of those months as 

may be designated from time to time by resolution of the Board of Directors for the purpose of conducting a 

program related to genealogy and/or transacting proper business as may come before the membership. 
 
 

For comparison here is the current section of ARTICLE III, Meetings of Members: 

3.02 Annual and Regular Meetings - (a) Annual:  The members will meet annually on the first Thursday of May in 

each year for the purpose of transacting proper business as may come before the meeting, and electing Directors to 

replace those Directors whose terms expire that year and to fill any vacancies on the Board of Directors pursuant to 

Section 4.11 (c) of these Bylaws.  If the election of Directors does not occur at any annual meeting of the members or 

without a meeting by written ballot pursuant to Section 3.11 of these Bylaws, the Board will (or 5 percent of the 

members may) cause the election of Directors to be held at a special meeting of members called and held as soon as it 

is reasonably possible after the adjournment of that annual meeting of the members.  If the day fixed for the annual 

meeting of the members falls on a legal holiday, the meeting will be held at the same hour and place on the next 

succeeding day.  

(b) Regular:  In addition to meeting at the annual meeting, the members shall meet on the first Thursday of March, 

April, June, July, August, September, October, and November in each year or on such days of each of those months as 

may be designated from time to time by resolution of the Board of Directors, for the purpose of conducting a program 

related to genealogy and transacting proper business as may come before the membership.          
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Sequoia Genealogical Society, Inc. 

P. O. Box 820 

Tulare, CA 93275 
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REMINDER: The May Meeting will 

also be our Annual Meeting! 
               

Genealogy Room Hours 
 

       Tuesday    1:00pm - 5:00pm 

       Wednesday   1:00pm - 5:00pm 

       Thursday               1:00pm - 5:00pm 

       Friday    1:00pm - 5:00pm 

       Saturday            By Appointment Only  
 

          ~ Closed Sunday and Monday~ 

To contact the Hillman Family Library of Local 
History & Genealogy (the Genealogy Room of 

the Tulare Public Library) call (559) 685-4518. 
 

 
                                         

                                                                              
 

 

 


